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286 Paget — Hundreds of 
Illustrations — Hard Cover! 



FUN-SPORT-THRILLS-GAMES 

For You To Enjoy! 



Hen for the firnt time in ONE-UKMIHOK, ■" all the exritin*, irttful Acliv- 
ilic-rt — Sport* — Hobbies— (fames — Magic — Art — Fiutlr* — Acrobatics — Stunt* — 
Craftsmanship— Money-Making Plans, etc., which arc part of every energetic, 
regular fellow! 

A WHOLE LIBRARY OF FASCINATING FACTS, FUN & FROLICS 

There is no end lo the thing* to do mid fun to enjoy with thin tremendously 
interesting, entertaining and informative hook! You can learn a Cowboy 
Roping routinr; become a "whiz** at INng-Pong; learn to draw Funny Car- 
toon*; build your own equipment and furniture for games your "den" or 
home; leach your dog trick*; learn hcimtiftc Boxing and Wrc«tling; defend 
yournelf with Jiu Jiimi; develop a "Magic-Show" act; learn lo "Spot" air- 
planes; heroine powerful and develop Mighty Muitrlc'i*; learn to become a 
"Ventriloquist*", etc. FUN FOR BOYS give* you a million thing* to do and en- 
joy—for indoor* and outdoor*— winter or summer- alone or with your crowd! 

Actually 18 WONDER HOOKS IN ONEI h"s the BiggcM, Best-Value Book 
Imaginable! 28t> THKIl.L I'ACkKD l\\<,KN of Description, Ideas Secrets, 
Suggestions Surprises— HUNDREDS of Illustration*, Drawing* and Pictures I 
Never before such an amazing hook— never before micIi a rnnarkahle value! 

Si nH For This Hook Under Our MONEY-BACK GUARANTEES Just mail 
the coupon — ami if you rnclute SUN) tuamp*. money onler, check or ctnh) 
up uitt pay fA#- poflug*. If you prefer C.OJ}* it wilt come plm 20c pottage 
ami delivery charge** If not completely satisfied* you can return book and 
net your money hack at once. You ri.%k nothing, so MAIL THE COUPON NOW I 
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HONOR AMONG THIEVES 



By GEORGE WELLINGTON 



A RATTLING chuckle issued 
'* from the back of Jake's 
throat. "He won't like it!" he 
thought again, as he set two 
water tumblers next to the half- 
full whiskey bottle. Mike was 
not fDmg to like Jake's offer 
of thirty thousand dollars for 
one hundred thousand in ran- 
som money- 
He chuckled again as he 
thought of his seventy thousand 
dollar profit, which was not bad 
for a fence Poor Mike! He did 
all the work, kidnapping the 
kid. hiding out, running the risk 
of collecting the ransom mon- 
ey And he. the fence, simply 
reached in and took up all the 
profit. 

He looked up at the clock, 
saw that it was climbing close 
to nine thirty Almost immedi 
ately the doorbell rang. He 
went to the door and let Mike 
in. 

Mike was a small, wiry man. 
weasel-faced with sharp, sly 
eyes Jake's eyes fastened avid- 
ly on the black bag Mike car- 
ried wordlessly into the room. 

"The ransom money?" Jake 
asked unnecessarily Mike nod- 
ded, swung the bag up on the 
table Jake rubbed his hands 
briskly, but then slipped a calm 
mask over his face. He must 
not let Mike see too much 
triumph Mike was slippery 
He shuffled over to the side- 
board, lifted the bottle in his 
thin, claw-like hand, and busily 
poured two stiff ones. 

"Have much trouble, Mike?" 



he slid beady eyes over to the 
other man. 

Mike's face went sour. 
"Yeah," he growled, "coupla 
things went wrong. We couldn't 
deliver the kid." 

Jake set the bottle down 
slowly, his face pleating with 
worry wrinkles. "You mean. .?" 

-I mean," Mike finished tes- 
tily, "that the kid's been croak- 
ed!" 

■■Well?" Mike faced him 
squarely, his stoney face 
shrewd. "1 got the dough, one- 
hundred grand cold. How much 
do I get for it?" 

Jakes eyes avoided Mike's. 
•'Well business ain't what 

it used to be Snatch money is 
a ticklish business, y'know " 

'So can the beef! I got 
troubles enough as it is! How 
much? Quit stallin'! I'm in a 
kinda hurry, see?" 

Jake cleared his throat, finish- 
ed his drink, set it down on 
the tray Then with Mike's 
glowing eyes watching every 
move, he finally got out. "Twen- 
ty-five grand is the best I can 
do. Mike." 

"Twent . . m Mike choked 
up. His face suddenly suffused 
the color of a ripe tomato. 
"Why you . " and he rattled 
out a string ol foul oaths. 
"Twenty.five grand? What do 
you take me for, you penny- 
pinchin* scum!" 

Jake flung his hands wide, 

hunching his scrawny shoulders. 

■It's the best I can do, Mike. 

Take it or leave it. The dough's 

hotl After all, you can't pass 



it, I'm takin' the chances of 
passm it ligit!" 

Mike replaced the bottle 
slowly, then turned, his lips a 
thin disgruntled line. He handed 
Jake a drink. "Here! Have a 
drink! Maybe it'll loosen you 
up a bit. Me, I'm just gettin' 
madder, see? I didn't come 
'ere to argue with you. When 
we last spoke, it was fifty-fifty. 
Now, Jake, I want my end of 
this . , or else!" 

A little crafty smile crept 
into Jake's hpless mouth. He 
lifted the drink, gulped down 
half of it, just a bit. contemp- 
tuous of Mike's threat. He was 
not in the least frightened. He 

could draw a gun quicker than 
Mike could anytime. What was 
more. Mike knew that. And 
Jake knew that Mike knew it 
He was not in the least afraid 
of Mike. "I'm sorry, Mike, but 
thirty thousand is the best I 
will do." 

For a moment Mike said 
nothing. He just stood there, 
leaning easily back against the 
sideboard, a sharp, tight look 
biting through his face. The thin 
lips in that sagging downward 
droop, the cold unemotional 
face, in which only the eyes 
lived hotly There was some- 
thing in Mike's eyes that Jake 
could not quite fathom. "Fifty!" 
Mike said quietly. 

Jake shook his head firmly. 
"No dice, Mike." 

Mike gave him a sullen glare, 
he lifted his wrist, let his eyes 
slide down to his watch. "I 
gotta blow. You know I ain't 



got all night Where's the John? 
I wanna straighten up a bit.** 

Jake shrugged. He threw his 
thumb over his shoulder in- 
dicating the bathroom. "I won't 
go one penny more." 

Silently, Mike hitched away 
from the sideboard, crossed the 
room in uneven strides. The 
bathroom door slammed shut 
like an exclamation point 

Jake's eyes thoughtfully went 
in the direction of the bathroom 
door. He had to watch Mike. 
never turn your back on a rat. 
But the door remained shut he 
could hear the splashing of 
water. He turned the glass in 
his thin fingers, looked down 
into the half-filled glass. The 
drink, he chuckled inwardly, 
had mellowed him up to the 
extent of five thousand. No 
good I 

No doubt Mike was stalling 
around until he got a little more 
generous. Better to have a clear 
head on a tricky deal with a 
cool customer like this. He 
reached over for the whiskey 
bottle, set the glass on the edge 
of the lip, slowly poured back 
the remainder of the drink. 
Nothing like having one's wits 
about one. After Mike was 
gone, he would get stinko just 
to celebrate. 

Presently Mike came back 
into the room, but now haste 
lived in every movement, 
though he tried not to show it. 
He stepped before Jake, his 
stocky legs set wide apart, his 
eyes shining brightly, unflinch- 
ingly into Jake's. 

"Well?" Jake wanted to 
know. "You decide?" 

A faint half smile twisted 
into Mike's mouth, a smile that 
Jake knew well. It was an evil 
leer that might mean anything. 



"You know I ain't in no posi- 
tion to argue, don't you, Jake?" 

Jake shrugged. "Naturally, I 
know my business." 

Mike held out his hand, 
waved the fingers. "Come on, 
gimme, you stinkin rat! I wan- 
na blow outta this burg. Let's 
get it over with, and I hope 
you fry in hell!" 

A grin slitted Jake's mouth, 
he promptly shuffled over to the 
safe, wondering if perhaps he 
should have stuck to twenty-five 
thousand after all. He bent 
down, twirled the dial, his eyes 
darting from the dial to Mike. 
He could watch him out of the 
corner of his eyes. One suspi- 
cious move from that lug. and 
he would let him have it. After 
all, he had not been a fence 
for years without being wise 
to all the tricks. 

Mike was a cinch. He had 
figured on Mike's yellow streak 
anyhow. He had even expected 
a great deal more trouble. The 
police were probably closing in 
tighter than he had suspected. 

He straightened, swung the 
door of the safe open, reached 
in . . . then he froze. 

A sudden fierce burning be- 
gan to grow up from the core 
of him. It stung, like acid. He 
pressed his hand against his 
heart . his doctor had warned 
him, but in that same instant, 
all his muscles seemed to yank 
up. become paralyzed. The 
breath seemed to punch right 
out of his lungs. A tremor con- 
vulsed through his body. 

He collapsed against the safe, 
tried to call Mike, but his vocal 
ccrds refused to function. He 
clutched stupidly in the direc- 
tion of his throat, then pitched 
face forward, slid in a writhing 
convulsion to the floor. 



Mtke watched Jake collapse. 
Watched with hypnotized, 
widened eyes, the twitching con- 
vulsion that quivered through 
Jake. 

A frothy foam bubbled 
through Jake's mouth . . . then 
he lay still. 

Mike went over to him, bent 
down, felt the man's pulse. 
He was dead. 

Slowly Mike straightened, 
no emotions crossed his cold, 
hard face, only his eyes glowed 
wickedly, as he stared down 
at the dead man. He lifted his 
foot, prodded the dead man 
in the ribs. Jake wobbled. 

Mike filled his lungs with 
breath. For a short moment he 
stood there, just looking down. 
Then he turned toward the 
safe. Without hesitation, he 
reached in, felt around, until 
his hand contacted the money. 
He thumbed through the pile 
of crisp bills he found, roughly 
estimated that there should be 
at least seventy-five thousand 
there, maybe eighty. 

That faint half smile twisted 
into his mouth. Not bad, he 
thought, not bad at all. 

He stepped over the dead 
man, went over to the side- 
board. He poured himself a 
drink. He needed a stiff one. 
His hands were steady and 
calm. 

He lifted the glass toward 
Jake. "Here's to crime!" and 
he swallowed the drink with 
one gulp, set the glass down. 

He went over to the table, 
curled his hands around the 
black bag. 

Certainly was a good haul. 
After all, he had put enough 
poison in Jake's drink to kill 
a dozen like him. 

The grin remained on his face 
a little, but not for long, 
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